
 1960-2003 CALIFORNIA MERGED 
 DEATH TAPE FILE DOCUMENTATION  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIELD             RECORD             NO. OF                ALPHA/                      FIELD NAME AND    
  NO.            POSITION(S)         BYTES               NUMERIC                      DESCRIPTION   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 1.          1-6               6        N  (FIELD BLANK ON NON-CONFIDENTIAL FILE) 
 
 
 2.       7-11        5         N          (FIELD BLANK ON NON-CONFIDENTIAL FILE) 
 
 
 3.      12-41       30         A          (FIELD BLANK ON NON-CONFIDENTIAL FILE) 

(BLANK IN 1965) 
   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 4. 42 1 A  (FIELD BLANK ON NON-CONFIDENTIAL FILE) 

 
 
 5.      43-51        9         A         (FIELD BLANK ON NON-CONFIDENTIAL FILE) 

California Birth Statistical Master File for 2003
 
 
 6.      52-57        6         N          DATE OF DEATH (YYMMDD) 
                      -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
          52-53                             YY - YEAR 60-03 (1960-2003) 
          54-55                             MM - MONTH CODES 01-12 (JAN-DEC) 
          56-57                             DD - DAY CODES 01-31 

khalfman
Note: This documentation is for the NON-CONFIDENTIAL version of the Merged Death Files (1960-2003).



 1960-2003 CALIFORNIA MERGED 
 DEATH TAPE FILE DOCUMENTATION  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIELD             RECORD             NO. OF                ALPHA/                      FIELD NAME AND    
  NO.            POSITION(S)         BYTES               NUMERIC                      DESCRIPTION   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 7.      58-60        3         N          AGE OF DECEDENT (CUU) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
                                            *** 1960-1993 ***    
                                     AGE GROUP(C)   UNIT (UU) 
                                           0     -    100  YEARS OR MORE 
                                           1     -    1-99 YEARS 
                                           2     -    1-11 MONTHS 
                                           3     -    1-27 DAYS 
                                           4     -    1-23 HOURS 
                                           5     -    1-59 MINUTES 
                                           6     -    00   AGE NOT STATED 
                                                                            
                                            *** 1994 -2003 *** 
                                     AGE GROUP(C)   UNIT (UU) 
                                           0     -    100  YEARS OR MORE 
                                           1     -    1-99 YEARS 
                                           2     -    1-11 MONTHS 
                                           3     -    1-27 DAYS 
                                           4     -    1-23 HOURS 
                                           5     -    1-59 MINUTES 
                                           5     -    99   UNKNOWN < 1 YEAR 
                                           9     -    99   UNKNOWN > 1 YEAR 
 
 
 8.         61        1         N          RACE OF DECEDENT 
                                           1960 - 1984 
                      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                            1 - WHITE 
                                            2 - BLACK 
                                            3 - ALASKAN/AMERICAN INDIAN 
                                            4 - CHINESE 
                                            5 - JAPANESE 
                                            6 - FILIPINO 
                                            7 - ALL OTHER 
                                            8 - UNKNOWN/NOT STATED 
 
 
  9.         62        1         A          SEX OF DECEDENT 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
                                            1 – MALE        2 - FEMALE 
                                            BLANK - UNDETERMINED SEX 



 1960-2003 CALIFORNIA MERGED 
 DEATH TAPE FILE DOCUMENTATION  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIELD             RECORD             NO. OF                ALPHA/                      FIELD NAME AND    
  NO.            POSITION(S)         BYTES               NUMERIC                      DESCRIPTION   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
10. 63-66        4         A          BIRTHPLACE OF DECEDENT 
                      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
                      CODES FOR U.S. STATES, TERRITORIES, AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES: 
                      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
ALA =ALABAMA       HAWA=HAWAII           MONT=MONTANA          P R =PUERTO RICO  
ALAS=ALASKA        IDAH=IDAHO            MEXI=MEXICO           REST=REST (OTHER) 
ARIZ=ARIZONA       ILL =ILLINOIS         N A =UNKNOWN          R I =RHODE ISLAND    
ARK =ARKANSAS      IND =INDIANA          NEB =NEBRASKA         S C =SOUTH CAROLINA 
CAL =CALIFORNIA    IOWA=IOWA             N C =NORTH CAROLINA SDAK=SOUTH DAKOTA 
CHIN=CHINA          JAPA=JAPAN            NDAK=NORTH DAKOTA TENN=TENNESSEE 
CANA=CANADA        KAN =KANSAS           N H =NEW HAMPSHIRE    TEX =TEXAS 
COLO=COLORADO      KY  =KENTUCKY         N J =NEW JERSEY       UTAH=UTAH 
CONN=CONNECTICUT  LA  =LOUISIANA        NMEX=NEW MEXICO       VA  =VIRGINIA 
CUBA=CUBA          ME  =MAINE            NEV =NEVADA           V I =VIRGIN ISLANDS 
DEL =DELAWARE      MD  =MARYLAND         N Y =NEW YORK         VIET=VIETNAM 
DC  =DIST. OF      MASS=MASSACHUSETTS  OHIO=OHIO              VT  =VERMONT 
      COLUMBIA     MICH=MICHIGAN         OKLA=OKLAHOMA         WASH=WASHINGTON 
FLA =FLORIDA       MINN=MINNESOTA      ORE =OREGON           WIS =WISCONSIN 
GA  =GEORGIA       MO  =MISSOURI         PENN=PENNSYLVANIA W VA=WEST VIRGINIA 
GUAM=GUAM        MISS=MISSISSIPPI      PHIL=PHILLIPPINES     WYO =WYOMING 
 
 
11.      67-73        7         A         DATE OF DECEDENT'S BIRTH (CYYMMDD) 

(BLANK IN 1960-1965) 
                       ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
             67                            C  -  CENTURY CODE 8, 9, OR 0, ANYTHING 
                                                   ELSE IS IN ERROR. 
          68-69                            YY  -  YEAR CODE 
          70-71                            MM -  MONTH CODES 01-12 (JAN-DEC) 
          72-73                            DD -  DAY CODES 01-31 
                                            
 
 
12.      74-77        4         N           PLACE OF DECEDENT'S RESIDENCE 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
          74-75                              CITY - SEE CITY CODES (1960-1977) 
          
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 76-77                            CALIFORNIA COUNTIES: 



 1960-2003 CALIFORNIA MERGED 
 DEATH TAPE FILE DOCUMENTATION  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIELD             RECORD             NO. OF                ALPHA/                      FIELD NAME AND    
  NO.            POSITION(S)         BYTES               NUMERIC                      DESCRIPTION   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
01 = ALAMEDA        16 = KING           31 = PLACER              46 = SIERRA  
02 = ALPINE         17 = LAKE           32 = PLUMAS             47 = SISKIYOU 
03 = AMADOR         18 = LASSEN         33 = RIVERSIDE           48 = SOLANO 
04 = BUTTE          19 = LOS ANGELES  34 = SACRAMENTO         49 = SONOMA 
05 = CALAVERAS      20 = MADERA         35 = SAN BENITO         50 = STANISLAUS 
06 = COLUSA         21 = MARIN          36 = SAN BERNARDINO  51 = SUTTER 
07 = CONTRA COSTA   22 = MARIPOSA       37 = SAN DIEGO          52 = TEHAMA 
08 = DEL NORTE      23 = MENDOCINO    38 = SAN FRANCISCO      53 = TRINITY 
09 = EL DORADO      24 = MERCED         39 = SAN JOAQUIN        54 = TULARE 
10 = FRESNO         25 = MODOC          40 = SAN LUIS OBISPO    55 = TUOLUMNE 
11 = GLENN          26 = MONO           41 = SAN MATEO          56 = VENTURA 
12 = HUMBOLDT       27 = MONTEREY       42 = SANTA BARBARA  57 = YOLO 
13 = IMPERIAL       28 = NAPA           43 = SANTA CLARA        58 = YUBA 
14 = INYO           29 = NEVADA         44 = SANTA CRUZ 
15 = KERN           30 = ORANGE         45 = SHASTA 
 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                       CODES FOR U.S. STATES (EXCLUDING CALIFORNIA)(1979-2003): 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
AK = ALASKA        ID = IDAHO            MT = MONTANA        RI = RHODE ISLAND 
AL = ALABAMA       IL = ILLINOIS         NB = NEBRASKA        SC = SOUTH CAROLINA 
AR = ARKANSAS      IN = INDIANA          NC = NORTH CAROLINA  SD = SOUTH DAKOTA 
AZ = ARIZONA       KS = KANASA           ND = NORTH DAKOTA    TN = TENNESSEE 
CO = COLORADO      KY = KENTUCKY         NH = NEW HAMPSHIRE   TX = TEXAS         
CT = CONNECTICUT   LA = LOUISANA         NJ = NEW JERSEY      UT = UTAH    
DC = DIST. OF      MA = MASSACHUSETTS   NM = NEW MEXICO      VA = VIRGINIA      
              COLUMBIA      MD = MARYLAND         NV = NEVADA           VT = VERMONT   
DE = DELAWARE      ME = MAINE            NY = NEW YORK        WA = WASHINGTON  
FL = FLORIDA       MI = MICHIGAN         OH = OHIO             WI = WISCONSIN      
GA = GEORGIA       MN = MINNESOTA        OK = OKLAHOMA        WV = WEST VIRGINIA 
HI = HAWAII        MO = MISSOURI         OR = OREGON           WY = WYOMING     
IA = IOWA          MS = MISSISSIPPI      PA = PENNSYLVANIA                        
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                       TERRITORIES AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES: 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                 ***1960-1973***     
                             98 = OUT-OF-STATE 
                              
                                 ***1974-1978*** 
             91 = CANADA        97 = U.S. POSSESSION 
             92 = MEXICO         98 = OTHER U.S. STATES  
             93 = OTHER FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
 
                                 ***1979-2003***                       

91 = CANADA      95 = PUERTO RICO   
92 = MEXICO       96 = VIRGIN ISLANDS 
93 = OTHER COUNTRIES 97 = CUBA 
94 = GUAM 

13.      78-81        4         N           PLACE WHERE DEATH OCURRED 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 1960-2003 CALIFORNIA MERGED 
 DEATH TAPE FILE DOCUMENTATION  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIELD             RECORD             NO. OF                ALPHA/                      FIELD NAME AND    
  NO.            POSITION(S)         BYTES               NUMERIC                      DESCRIPTION   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
  
         78-79                             CITY - SEE CITY CODES (1960-1977) 
 
          80-81                             CALIFORNIA COUNTIES:  
                       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
01 = ALAMEDA        16 = KING           31 = PLACER              46 = SIERRA  
02 = ALPINE         17 = LAKE           32 = PLUMAS              47 = SISKIYOU 
03 = AMADOR         18 = LASSEN         33 = RIVERSIDE           48 = SOLANO 
04 = BUTTE          19 = LOS ANGELES    34 = SACRAMENTO         49 = SONOMA 
05 = CALAVERAS      20 = MADERA         35 = SAN BENITO         50 = STANISLAUS 
06 = COLUSA         21 = MARIN          36 = SAN BERNARDINO  51 = SUTTER 
07 = CONTRA COSTA   22 = MARIPOSA       37 = SAN DIEGO          52 = TEHAMA 
08 = DEL NORTE      23 = MENDOCINO      38 = SAN FRANCISCO      53 = TRINITY 
09 = EL DORADO      24 = MERCED         39 = SAN JOAQUIN        54 = TULARE 
10 = FRESNO         25 = MODOC          40 = SAN LUIS OBISPO    55 = TUOLUMNE 
11 = GLENN          26 = MONO           41 = SAN MATEO          56 = VENTURA 
12 = HUMBOLDT       27 = MONTEREY       42 = SANTA BARBARA  57 = YOLO 
13 = IMPERIAL       28 = NAPA           43 = SANTA CLARA        58 = YUBA 
14 = INYO           29 = NEVADA         44 = SANTA CRUZ         98 = OUT-OF-STATE- 
15 = KERN           30 = ORANGE         45 = SHASTA                   (1960-1984) 
 
                                                         ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
                       CODES FOR U.S. STATES (EXCLUDING CALIFORNIA), 
                       TERRITORIES, AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES (1985-2003): 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
AK = ALASKA        IN = INDIANA          NH = NEW HAMPSHIRE   VA = VIRGINIA 
AL = ALABAMA       KS = KANSAS           NJ = NEW JERSEY      VT = VERMONT 
AR = ARKANSAS      KY = KENTUCKY         NM = NEW MEXICO      WA = WASHINGTON 
AZ = ARIZONA       LA = LOUISANA         NV = NEVADA           WI = WISCONSIN 
CO = COLORADO      MA = MASSACHUSETTS   NY = NEW YORK        WV = WEST VIRGINIA 
CT = CONNECTICUT   MD = MARYLAND         OH = OHIO             WY = WYOMING 
DC = DIST. OF      ME = MAINE            OK = OKLAHOMA        ------------------ 
     COLUMBIA      MI = MICHIGAN         OR = OREGON           91 = CANADA    
DE = DELAWARE     MN = MINNESOTA        PA = PENNSYLVANIA    92 = MEXICO      
FL = FLORIDA       MO = MISSOURI         RI = RHODE ISLAND    93 = OTHER COUNTRIES 
GA = GEORGIA       MS = MISSISSIPPI     SC = SOUTH CAROLINA  94 = GUAM 
HI = HAWAII        MT = MONTANA          SD = SOUTH DAKOTA    95 = PUERTO RICO 
IA = IOWA          NB = NEBRASKA         TN = TENNESSEE       96 = VIRGIN ISLANDS 
ID = IDAHO         NC = NORTH CAROLINA  TX = TEXAS            97 = CUBA 
IL = ILLINOIS      ND = NORTH DAKOTA    UT = UTAH 
 
 
14.        82         1         N          MARITAL STATUS OF DECEDENT 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                               1 - MARRIED                 4 - DIVORCED 
                               2 - SINGLE,NEVER MARRIED   5 - WIDOWED 
                               3 - ANNULLED                9 - UNKNOWN/NOT STATED 
 
 
 
15.         83         1 N          AUTOPSY PERFORMED ON DECEDENT 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                               ***1960-1977*** 



 1960-2003 CALIFORNIA MERGED 
 DEATH TAPE FILE DOCUMENTATION  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIELD             RECORD             NO. OF                ALPHA/                      FIELD NAME AND    
  NO.            POSITION(S)         BYTES               NUMERIC                      DESCRIPTION   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
                               1 - NO AUTOPSY               4 - AUTOPSY, UNKNOWN 
                               2 - AUTOPSY, RESULTS USED        IF RESULTS USED 
                               3 - AUTOPSY, RESULTS NOT USED   5 - UNKNOWN, IF AN 
                                                               AUTOPSY PERFORMED 
                                               ***1978-2003*** 
                               1 - NO AUTOPSY               5 - UNKNOWN, IF AN 
                               4 - AUTOPSY PERFORMED            AUTOPSY PERFORMED 
 
 
 
16.         84         1 N         TYPE OF FACILITY WHERE DECEDENT DIED  
                                             (BLANK IN 1960-1961) 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                1 - STATE LICENSED,GENERAL,EXCEPT COUNTY 
                                2 - STATE LICENSED,GENERAL,COUNTY 
                                3 - STATE MENTAL 
                                4 - ALL OTHER FACILITIES IDENTIFIED BY NAME 
                                5 - ALL OTHER FACILITIES 
                                6 - DEAD ON ARRIVAL - ADDED IN 1968 
                                7 - DEATH NOT IN FACILITY OR UNK.-DELETED 6/30/89 
    7 – HOSPICES – ADDED IN 2003 
                                8 - HOME-ADDED IN 1989 
                                9 - NOT A CALIFORNIA FACILITY-ADDED ON 7/1/89  
 
 
17.         85         1         N          TYPE OF CERTIFIER                          
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                               ***1960-1973*** 
                                   1 - CORONER            3 - D.C. 
                                   2 - M.D. OR D.O.       4 - UNKNOWN/OTHER 
 
                                               ***1974-2003*** 
                                   1 - CORONER            4 - MILITARY CERTIFIER 
                                   2 - M.D. OR D.O.       5 - UNKNOWN/OTHER 
                                   3 - D.C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18.         86         1         N          SPECIAL MEDICAL INDICATOR 
                                   (CONTRIBUTING CAUSE NOT UNDERLYING CAUSE) 
                                             (BLANK IN 1960-1974) 



 1960-2003 CALIFORNIA MERGED 
 DEATH TAPE FILE DOCUMENTATION  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIELD             RECORD             NO. OF                ALPHA/                      FIELD NAME AND    
  NO.            POSITION(S)         BYTES               NUMERIC                      DESCRIPTION   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 0 - WITH MENTION OF DIABETES 
 1 - WITH MENTION OF LUNG DISEASE 
 2 - COMBINATION OF LUNG DISEASE AND DIABETES 
 3 - COMBINATION OF LUNG DISEASE AND CANCER 
 4 - COMBINATION OF LUNG DISEASE, DIABETES, AND CANCER 
 5 - AIDS - ADDED IN 1985 
 6 - WITH MENTION OF CANCER 
 7 - SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME 
 8 - AIDS & CANCER, AIDS & DIABETES, AND/OR AIDS & LUNG DISEASE - ADDED IN 1985 
 9 - COMBINATION OF DIABETES AND CANCER 
 BLANK - NOT CODED TO ANY DEATH INDICATOR 
 
 
19.         87         1         A          ENVIRONMENTAL PLACE OF INJURY 
                                             (BLANK IN 1960-1967) 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                         ***1968-1985*** 
                           1 - HOME                     6 - STREET 
                           2 - FARM                     7 - OFFICE BUILDING 
                           3 - FACTORY                8 - OTHER SPECIFIED 
                           4 - FREEWAY                9 - UNKNOWN 
                           5 - HIGHWAY   BLANK - NO INJURY INVOLVED 
 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                           ***1986-1998*** 
                           0 - HOME              5 - STREET AND HIGHWAY 
                           1 - FARM               6 - PUBLIC BUILDING 
                           2 - MINE/ QUARRY   7 - RESIDENTIAL INSTITUTION 
                           3 - INDUSTRIAL        8 - OTHER SPECIFIED PLACES 
                           4 - RECREATION/SPORT 9 - NOT SPECIFIED 
                                                          BLANK - NO INJURY INVOLVED 
 
   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                           ***1999-2003*** 
                           0 - HOME    
                           1 - RESIDENTIAL INSTITUTION 
    2 - SCHOOL, OTHER INSTITUTION OR PUBLIC 
     ADMINSTRATIVE AREA 
                           3 - SPORT AND ATHLETICS AREA 
                           4 - STREET AND HIGHWAY 
           5 - TRADE AND SERVICE AREA 
                           6 - INDUSTRIAL AND CONSTRUCTION AREA 
    7 - FARM 
    8 - OTHER SPECIFIED PLACES 
    9 - NOT SPECIFIED 
                                                     BLANK - NO INJURY INVOLVED 
   
 
20.         88         1         N          INJURY AT WORK 
                                             (BLANK IN 1960-1967)                         
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                      ***1968-1977***          ***1978-2003*** 



 1960-2003 CALIFORNIA MERGED 
 DEATH TAPE FILE DOCUMENTATION  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIELD             RECORD             NO. OF                ALPHA/                      FIELD NAME AND    
  NO.            POSITION(S)         BYTES               NUMERIC                      DESCRIPTION   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
                                      1 - YES                   1 - YES 
                                      2 - NO                    2 - NO 
                                      3 - UNKNOWN              9 - UNKNOWN 
                                  BLANK - NO INJURY        BLANK - NO INJURY 
 
 
21.      89-94        6         A          DATE OF INJURY (YYMMDD) 

                                           (BLANK IN 1960-1967) 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                             YY = YEAR CODE 
                                             MM = MONTH CODE 01-12 (JAN-DEC) 
                                             DD = DAY CODE 01-31 
                                          BLANK = NO INJURY INVOLVED 
 
 
 22.      95-97        3         A          MILES FROM RESIDENCE  

1968-1977 ONLY 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                             000-999, BLANK IF NO INJURY INVOLVED 
 
 
 95-97  3 N  INFANT UNDERLYING CAUSE OF DEATH 
        GROUP CODE 
            1999-2003 
   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
    SEE INFANT GROUP CAUSE CODE ATTACHMENT 
 
 
 
23.         98         1         N          DRUG TEST 
                                             1968-1977 ONLY 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                          1 - YES      2 - NO OR UNKNOWN 
 
 
 
 
24.         99         1         N          ALCOHOL TEST 
                                             1968-1977 ONLY 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                          1 - YES      2 - NO OR UNKNOWN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25.     100-102       3         A          DAYS BETWEEN INJURY AND DEATH 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
      3-DIGIT NUMERIC CODE 
                                         BLANK = NO INJURY INVOLVED 
    



 1960-2003 CALIFORNIA MERGED 
 DEATH TAPE FILE DOCUMENTATION  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIELD             RECORD             NO. OF                ALPHA/                      FIELD NAME AND    
  NO.            POSITION(S)         BYTES               NUMERIC                      DESCRIPTION   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
                                     
26. 103-106       4         A         UNDERLYING CAUSE OF DEATH  
                                  INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF DISEASES 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                               7TH REVISION PRIOR TO 1969 
                                               8TH REVISION 1969-1978 
                                               9TH REVISION 1979-1998 
      10TH REVISION 1999-2003 
 
                    NOTE:  4TH DIGIT OF ICD CODE MAY BE A DASH "-" FOR 7TH, 8TH,  & 9TH REVISIONS 
 
 
27.     107-108       2         N        UNDERLYING CAUSE OF DEATH GROUP CODE 
       1960 - 1998 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                            SEE DEATH GROUP CAUSE CODE ATTACHMENT 
 
 
 107-109       3  N        UNDERLYING CAUSE OF DEATH GROUP CODE 
       1999 - 2003 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                            SEE DEATH GROUP CAUSE CODE ATTACHMENT 
 
 
 
28.         109        1         N          RACE OF DECEDENT 
                                             1978-1984 ONLY 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                              1 - WHITE 
                                              2 - BLACK 
                                              3 - AMERICAN INDIAN 
                                              4 - ASIAN 
                                              5 - OTHER 
                                              9 - UNKNOWN/NOT STATED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29.     110-111       2         N          ETHNICITY OF DECEDENT 
                                             1978-1984 ONLY 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                         01 - OTHER 
                                         02 - MEXICAN/AMERICAN 
                                         03 - CHINESE 



 1960-2003 CALIFORNIA MERGED 
 DEATH TAPE FILE DOCUMENTATION  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIELD             RECORD             NO. OF                ALPHA/                      FIELD NAME AND    
  NO.            POSITION(S)         BYTES               NUMERIC                      DESCRIPTION   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
                                         04 - JAPANESE 
                                         05 - FILIPINO 
                                         06 - HAWAIIAN 
                                         07 - VIETNAMESE 
                                         08 - OTHER SPANISH/HISPANIC-ADDED IN 1980 
                                         09 - UNKNOWN/NOT STATED 
 
 
 
30.         112        1         N          DEATH REPORTED TO CORONER 
                                             (BLANK IN 1960-1977) 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                       1 - YES    2 - NO    9 - UNKNOWN 
 
 
31.         113        1         N          BIOPSY PERFORMED ON DECEDENT 
                                             (BLANK IN 1960-1977) 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                       1 - YES    2 - NO    9 - UNKNOWN 
 
 
32.         114        1         N         OPERATION PERFORMED PRIOR TO DEATH 
                                             (BLANK IN 1960-1977) 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                       1 - YES    2 - NO    9 - UNKNOWN 
 
33.     115-116       2         N         RACE/ETHNICITY OF DECEDENT (CODE 1) 
                                             (BLANK IN 1960-1999) 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                         10 - WHITE                      51 - OTHER-SPECIFIED 
                         20 - BLACK                      52 - INDIAN (EXCLUDES 
                         30 - AMERICAN INDIAN                  AMERICAN INDIAN, 
                         40 - ASIAN-UNSPECIFIED                ALEUT & ESKIMO) 
                         41 - ASIAN-SPECIFIED    53 - FILIPINO 
                         42 - ASIAN-CHINESE             54 - HAWAIIAN 
                         43 - ASIAN-JAPANESE            55 - GUAMANIAN 
                         44 - ASIAN-KOREAN              56 - SAMOAN 
                         45 - ASIAN-VIETNAMESE          57 - ESKIMO 
                         46 - ASIAN-CAMBODIAN           58 - ALEUT 
                         47 - ASIAN-THAI                 59 - PACIFIC ISLANDER 
                         48 - ASIAN-LAOTIAN      (EXCL. HAWAIIAN, 
                                           49 - ASIAN-HMONG             GUAMANIAN, SAMOAN) 
                                                         98 - REFUSED TO STATE 
                                                         99 - UNKNOWN-BLANK 
 
 
 
34.     117-118       2         A       RACE/ETHNICITY OF DECEDENT (CODE 2) 
                                             (BLANK IN 1960-1999) 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   BLANK - NO SECOND RACE REPORTED 
                         10 - WHITE                      51 - OTHER-SPECIFIED 
                         20 - BLACK                      52 - INDIAN (EXCLUDES 



 1960-2003 CALIFORNIA MERGED 
 DEATH TAPE FILE DOCUMENTATION  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIELD             RECORD             NO. OF                ALPHA/                      FIELD NAME AND    
  NO.            POSITION(S)         BYTES               NUMERIC                      DESCRIPTION   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
                         30 - AMERICAN INDIAN                  AMERICAN INDIAN, 
                         40 - ASIAN-UNSPECIFIED                ALEUT & ESKIMO) 
                         41 - ASIAN-SPECIFIED    53 - FILIPINO 
                         42 - ASIAN-CHINESE             54 - HAWAIIAN 
                         43 - ASIAN-JAPANESE            55 - GUAMANIAN 
                         44 - ASIAN-KOREAN              56 - SAMOAN 
                         45 - ASIAN-VIETNAMESE          57 - ESKIMO 
                         46 - ASIAN-CAMBODIAN           58 - ALEUT 
                         47 - ASIAN-THAI                 59 - PACIFIC ISLANDER 
                         48 - ASIAN-LAOTIAN      (EXCL. HAWAIIAN, 
                                           49 - ASIAN-HMONG             GUAMANIAN, SAMOAN) 
                                                         98 - REFUSED TO STATE 
                                                        99 - UNKNOWN-BLANK 
 
 
 
35.     119-120       2         A         RACE/ETHNICITY OF DECEDENT (CODE 3) 
                                             (BLANK IN 1960-1999) 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
   BLANK - NO THIRD RACE REPORTED 
                         10 - WHITE                      51 - OTHER-SPECIFIED 
                         20 - BLACK                      52 - INDIAN (EXCLUDES 
                         30 - AMERICAN INDIAN                  AMERICAN INDIAN, 
                         40 - ASIAN-UNSPECIFIED                ALEUT & ESKIMO) 
                         41 - ASIAN-SPECIFIED   53 - FILIPINO 
                         42 - ASIAN-CHINESE             54 - HAWAIIAN 
                         43 - ASIAN-JAPANESE            55 - GUAMANIAN 
                         44 - ASIAN-KOREAN              56 - SAMOAN 
                         45 - ASIAN-VIETNAMESE          57 - ESKIMO 
                         46 - ASIAN-CAMBODIAN           58 - ALEUT 
                         47 - ASIAN-THAI                 59 - PACIFIC ISLANDER 
                         48 - ASIAN-LAOTIAN      (EXCL. HAWAIIAN, 
                                           49 - ASIAN-HMONG             GUAMANIAN, SAMOAN) 
                                                         98 - REFUSED TO STATE 
                                                         99 - UNKNOWN-BLANK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
36.     121-122       2         N         RACE/ETHNICITY OF DECEDENT (1985-1999) 
                       GENERATED RACE/ETHNICITY OF DECEDENT (2000-2002) 
                                             (BLANK IN 1960-1984, 2003) 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                         10 - WHITE                      51 - OTHER-SPECIFIED 
                         20 - BLACK                      52 - INDIAN (EXCLUDES 



 1960-2003 CALIFORNIA MERGED 
 DEATH TAPE FILE DOCUMENTATION  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
FIELD             RECORD             NO. OF                ALPHA/                      FIELD NAME AND    
  NO.            POSITION(S)         BYTES               NUMERIC                      DESCRIPTION   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
                         30 - AMERICAN INDIAN                  AMERICAN INDIAN, 
                         40 - ASIAN-UNSPECIFIED                ALEUT & ESKIMO) 
                         41 - ASIAN-SPECIFIED   53 - FILIPINO 
                         42 - ASIAN-CHINESE             54 - HAWAIIAN 
                         43 - ASIAN-JAPANESE            55 - GUAMANIAN 
                         44 - ASIAN-KOREAN              56 - SAMOAN 
                         45 - ASIAN-VIETNAMESE          57 - ESKIMO 
                         46 - ASIAN-CAMBODIAN           58 - ALEUT 
                         47 - ASIAN-THAI                 59 - PACIFIC ISLANDER 
                         48 - ASIAN-LAOTIAN (ADDED IN 1990)  (EXCL. HAWAIIAN, 
                                           49 - ASIAN-HMONG  (ADDED IN 2000)  GUAMANIAN, SAMOAN) 
                                                         98 - REFUSED TO STATE 
                                                         99 - UNKNOWN-BLANK 
 
 
35.         123        1         N          SPANISH ORIGIN CODE OF DECEDENT 
                                             (BLANK IN 1960-1984) 
                       ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                           1 - NO (NOT SPANISH/HISPANIC) 
                                           2 - MEXICAN/MEXICAN-AMERICAN/CHICANO 
                                           3 - PUERTO RICAN 
                                           4 - CUBAN 
                                           5 - CENTRAL/SO. AMERICAN 
                                           6 - OTHER SPANISH/HISPANIC (BORN OUTSIDE U.S.) 
                                           8 - OTHER SPANISH/HISPANIC (BORN IN THE U.S.) 
                                           9 - UNKNOWN OR UNREPORTED 
 
 
36.     124-125       2    -   BLANK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES  (JANUARY 2005) 




